
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

MUSIC 
Sounds of the rainforest – 

composing and performing music 

inspired by the theme. 

Year 5 – Ukulele 

 
 

PSHE 
Families and friendships 

Managing friendships and peer 

influence 

Safe relationships Physical 

contact and feeling safe 

Respecting ourselves and 

others 

Responding respectfully to a 

wide range of people; 

recognising prejudice 

and discrimination 

English 
Book study:  

‘What we’ll build’ by Oliver Jeffers 

Writing to ENTERTAIN 

Outcome: Poetry 

‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell 

explored through whole class 

reading 

Writing to ENTERTAIN 

Outcome: Narrative  

Green Peace Video ‘There’s a Rang-

tan in my bedroom’ and a range of 

non-fiction texts to support writing 

re: palm oil and deforestation 

Writing to PERSUADE 

Outcome: Write a formal 

persuasive letter. 

Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation 

taught as discrete skills through 

the learning journey and through 

whole class reading. 

 

 

RE 
Our question this term is 

‘Are the saints encouraging 

role models?’ 

 

 

Key areas of Learning: 
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell is our class text in terms 1 and 2. Through it we will continue to focus on the reading skills 

of vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval, and summarising; it will be the stimulus for much of our writing. It 

will lead us into a study of rainforests and we will consider other themes that arise in the book including bravery, survival, 

ingenuity and self-discovery. 

As Geographers we will be looking at rainforests and how they contrast to our locality. We will locate rainforests around the 

world, explore the layers of vegetation in a rainforest, investigate the climate of the rainforest, find out about the people and 

settlements of the rainforest and explore why the rainforest is under threat and the measures taken to protect it with a focus 

on deforestation. We will be completing independent research projects on different rainforests across the world. 

As Scientists we will be learning about living things and their habitats: exploring the kingdoms of life and classifying living things 

using the Linnaeus system. After half-term our science unit is evolution and inheritance. We will learn about adaptations and 

genetic modifications. We will learn about the work of Charles Darwin and Mary Anning.  

As Artists we will be inspired by the work of Henri Rousseau. We will be putting our needle-work skills to test in DT lessons by 

creating a textiles project – designing and creating a Tree Frog beanbag.  
 

 PE 
Rugby (Autumn 1) 

Hockey (Autumn 2) 

Dance (Autumn 1) 

Gym (Autumn 2)  

A Great Adventure – 

Rainforests 

Year 5/6 

Autumn 2021 

Computing 
Coding,  

ICT to support the 

curriculum (word 

processing, internet), 

Internet Safety Day 

 
 

Maths  
Place Value – representing 

number, compare and order 

number, rounding, negative 

numbers. 

4 Operations – addition and 

subtraction, multiples, 

factors, written 

calculations for 

multiplication, x and ÷ by 

multiples of 10. 

Fractions – Equivalence and 

simplifying, comparing and 

ordering, addition and 

subtraction involving 

fractions, improper 

fractions and mixed 

numbers, counting in 

fractions 

French 
Let’s visit a French Town! 

Identifying places, recognising 

key words phrases and 

responses. Making simple 

sentences and choosing the 

current form to go with the 

subject of the sentence. 

Identifying/naming countries 

neighbouring France 
 

Vocabulary 
Rainforest, tropical, equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Biome, deforestation, 

sustainable, emergent layer, canopy, understorey, forest floor 

 

Rainforest café/Rainforest Fayre 
The children will be part of an enterprise project where they will 

plan, run, and organise an event to raise funds to support a 

possible trip to the Living Rainforest near Newbury. 
 


