
Vocabulary 

Climate, continent, country, environment, glacier, global warming, iceberg, climate 
change, habitat, ecology, ecosystem, interdependence, classification, community, 

permafrost, population 

 

 

A Great Adventure! 
Chestnut - Year 3/4 

Autumn Term 

Key areas of Learning:  
As global citizens we will consider the causes and consequences of global warming and what part we can play in addressing 
this. We will learn about Greta Thunberg and the impact she has had on raising awareness about climate change. 
 

As scientists we will be learning about habitats and ecosystems, the interdependence of these ecosystems and how these are 
being affected by human activity. We will explore how the environment and wildlife are being affected by air and water 
pollution. In term 2 we will begin to look at how scientists classify animals. 
 

As geographers we will learn about the coldest places on Earth, why they are so cold and what it is like to live or work there. 
We will consider what the Arctic regions might be like in the future.  
 
As historians we will find out about the great explorer Ernest Shackleton and his expeditions to the Antarctic.  
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English 

As readers we will be exploring a 
variety of texts related to our topic, 
including ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’ 
(our class text), ‘The Great Explorer’, 
and ‘Shackleton’s journey’. We will 
be using these to inspire our English 
learning journeys. Our writing will 
include descriptive writing of a 
journey to the Arctic, information 
texts about Arctic and Antarctic 
animals and diary writing based on 
Antarctic explorers. We will work on 
grammar and punctuation, as well as 
the spelling rules and patterns for 
Year 3 and 4.   
 

Maths 

As mathematicians we will be 
focusing on place value, including 
exploring ways of representing 
numbers, comparing and ordering 
and rounding. Later in the term we 
will focus on addition and 
subtraction strategies, and finally, 
multiplication and division. Our fast 
facts will focus on number bonds to 
100.  

ART/DT 
As artists we will be 
exploring hot and cold 
colours, developing our 
drawing techniques and 
creating a range of work 
based on the Arctic. In 
D.T. we will design and 
make fabric polar 
animals for our fabric 
collage.  
 

 
PSHE 

We will learn about 
community - what it is 
and how we can build a 
good one. We will also 
think about respecting 
similarities and 
differences, creating 
good friendships and 
safe relationships and 
keeping ourselves safe 
online. 
 

RE 
This term we will 

be learning 
about Hinduism: 

Hindu 
gods/goddesses 
and main beliefs. 
We will also be 
learning about 

harvest 
traditions and 

Christmas. 
 

 Computing 
After revising our understanding of 

online safety we will learn to code using 
Scratch and resources from PurpleMash. 
 

 PE 

As athletes we will be working on rugby 
skills and hockey skills with the sports 
coach. We will be working on our 
gymnastic skills in indoor PE.  
 

MUSIC 

We will be listening 
to music related to 
our topic and 
considering how 
composers make 
music sound ‘icy’ or 
‘cold’. We will be 
composing our own 
music to describe 
the Arctic regions. 
 


