
Autumn 1: Exploring Everyday 
Materials

Scientific 

Enquiry Covered

Rocket Words 

Covered

Name of 

Task / Tasks

Resources Needed National Curriculum 
Reference

Summative Quiz Questions

Identifying and 
classifying. 
Gathering and 
recording data to 
help in answering 
questions.

glass, plastic, 
metal, 
cardboard, 
wood

Use a 'Venn 
Diagram' to 
organise 
objects 
depending on 
the material 
they are 
made from.

Venn Materials

Range of objects made from 
different materials

'Hula Hoops' (optional)

Handout (optional)

- Distinguish between an object 
and the material from which it is 
made
- identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials, including 
wood, plastic, glass, metal, 
water, and rock

Ceramic tiles are made of Select...
. You can buy them in all sorts of Select...
. You may have some in your kitchen or bathroom on the Select...
. Which of these are made of fabric and which of these are made of metal? 
What does 'brittle' mean? Which of these would be the best material to 
make a swing out of? What does 'pull' mean?

Identifying and 
classifying; 
Observing closely 
using simple 
equipment

twist, 
transparent, 
opaque, 
sponge, 
squeeze

Exploring 
everyday 
materials!

Properties of Materials
Paperclip, sponge
paper, tennis ball or similar
rubber band, pencil, small cup 
a water, These can be 
arranged around the room or 
put as a pile on each table.
Handout

- Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of 
everyday materials
- Compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials on 
the basis of their simple physical 
properties

What does opaque mean? Which of these things are made of paper? What 
materials can a spoon be made of? How often should you clean your teeth? 
True or false: A sponge will soak up water.

Classifying 
Materials

light, flexible, 
float, sink, rigid

Sort materials 
and take the 
Silly Sally 
challenge!

Materials Sort
A range of objects
Handout

Silly Sally Challenge
Handout

- Compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties
- Explore, name, discuss and raise and 
answer questions about everyday 
materials so that they become familiar 
with the names of materials and 
properties such as: hard/soft; 
stretchy/stiff; shiny/dull; 
rough/smooth; bendy/not bendy; 
waterproof/not waterproof; 
absorbent/not absorbent; 
opaque/transparent. Pupils should 
explore and experiment with a wide 
variety of materials

What does 'waterproof' mean? Is cloth rigid or soft? Which of these items 
are waterproof? Put these items into groups based on their colour. 
Complete the statement: The lid of a {{sandpit}} needs to be rigid and 
{{waterproof}} so that water does not get into the sand and make it {{wet}}. 
Sand is not waterproof. 

Performing simple 
tests

translucent, 
clear, 
transparent, 
frosted, 
opaque

Transparent, 
translucent 
or opaque 
investigation.

Opaque/Transparent 
Investigation, White paper 
Torches, Shapes cut from card 
(square, triangle, star, circle), 
Spring clothes peg or strong 
paperclip, Book, Objects made 
of transparent, translucent 
and opaque materials, 
Handout

- Compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties
- Explore, name, discuss and raise and 
answer questions about everyday 
materials so that they become familiar 
with the names of materials and 
properties such as: absorbent/not 
absorbent; opaque/transparent. Pupils 
should explore and experiment with a 
wide variety of materials

The window in many bathrooms is...what?..so that light can pass through, 
but people cannot see in. A brick wall is ...what?.. so that you cannot see 
through it at all. True or false: A tree trunk is opaque. True or false: The 
human body is transparent. True or false: A car windscreen is translucent.

Performing simple 
tests

aeroplane, 
flight, Wilbur 
Wright, Orville 
Wright, design

Fly different 
paper 
aeroplanes, 
and time how 
their flights, 
to choose the 
best design.

Paper Aeroplane Testing
A4 paper, Tape measure 
Stopwatch, Safe space in 
which to throw paper planes
Aeroplane Drag Challenge
A4 paper, several sheets per 
child, Scissors, Paperclips 
Rulers, Handout

- Compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties
- Identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials, including wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock

People fly by using feathers. Complete the statement: Two brothers called 
Orville and Wilbur {{Wright}} were the first to invent an aeroplane that 
{{flew}}! What is a glider? True or false: Over 100 years ago, Orville Wright 
flew the first aeroplane for the first time for a total of 12 seconds. What 
was the name of the first plane flown by Orville Wright?

Performing simple 
tests

sponge, 
absorb, swell, 
non-absorbent, 
oil spill

Explore the 
absorbency 
of different 
materials.

Absorbency Test , A bowl or 
tub of water, Strips of the 
following materials 
(approximate 1cm x 10cm) -
toilet paper, kitchen paper, 
white paper, craft paper, felt/ 
cloth, ruler, food colouring 
(optional), Handout

- Compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties
- Explore, name, discuss and raise and 
answer questions about everyday 
materials so that they become familiar 
with the names of materials and 
properties such as: absorbent/not 
absorbent; opaque/transparent. Pupils 
should explore and experiment with a 
wide variety of materials

What is an oil spill? True or false: A wet sponge will absorb (soak up) more 
water than a dry sponge. True or false: An oil tanker is a type of boat that 
carries oil from one place to another over the oceans. Complete the 
statement: Cotton {{absorbs}} oil but not {{water}}. This is why it is a good 
fabric to use when soaking up oil spills in the {{ocean}}. Which of these is 
absorbent?
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Autumn 2: Uses of Everyday 
Materials

Scientific 

Enquiry Covered

Rocket Words 

Covered

Name of 

Task / Tasks

Resources Needed National Curriculum 
Reference

Summative Quiz Questions

Identifying and 
classifying

magnet, 
magnetic force, 
pull, motor, 
microphone

Explore different 
materials to find 
out if they are 
magnetic.

Magnets in Objects
Objects that contains magnets 
(optional)
Video
Handout

- Compare and group together a variety of 
everyday materials on the basis of their 
simple physical properties
- Explore, name, discuss and raise and 
answer questions about everyday materials 
so that they become familiar with the names 
of materials and properties such as: 
hard/soft; stretchy/stiff; shiny/dull; 
rough/smooth; bendy/not bendy; 
waterproof/not waterproof; absorbent/not 
absorbent; opaque/transparent. Pupils 
should explore and experiment with a wide 
variety of materials

True or false: A paperclip is magnetic. True or false: A book is magnetic. 
True or false: Paper is magnetic. Which of these are magnets? Complete the 
statement: A horse can {{pull}} a cart.

Observing closely 
using simple 
equipment

wood, plastic, 
paper, can, 
material

Observe various 
items and 
describe them 
to understand 
what material 
they are made 
from.

Where Did It Come From?
Five items (students choose)
Handout

- Distinguish between an object and 
the material from which it is made
- Identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials, including wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock
- Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of everyday 
materials

Recycling means to make something new out of things that have been used 
before. All materials come from nature, for example paper is made 
from Select...
, glass is made from Select...
, and metals are taken out of special types of Select...
. Which of these can be recycled? Trees are made of..? What things can you 
find in a can?

Performing simple 
tests

bridge, beam 
bridge, material, 
tower, triangle

Look at the 
Handout for 
examples of 
different objects 
and pick which 
material is best 
suited for the 
job.

Which Material is Best
Handout
Mr Moody's Bad Day
Video

- Distinguish between an object and 
the material from which it is made
- Identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials, including wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock
- Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of everyday 
materials

How many sides does a triangle have? True or false: A triangle is the 
strongest shape. Which of these would be a good material for a bridge? 
Complete the statement: A beam bridge is made of {{towers}} that have 
boards across them to make the road. Some {{bridges}} are over 2 thousand 
metres long! Who or what uses bridges?

Identifying and 
classifying

iron, non-
magnetic, 
magnetic, 
steel, copper

Testing 
magnetism

Testing Magnetism, 1 magnet per 
child/pair, A selection of materials to 
test i.e. card, sponge, rubber etc. It 
is a good idea to include, paperclips, 
iron nails as examples of magnetic, 
materials but also include aluminium 
foil to show not all metals are 
magnetic. Paperclip Challenge, 
Horseshoe magnets, Paperclips, 
Handout

- Distinguish between an object and 
the material from which it is made
- Identify and name a variety of 
everyday materials, including wood, 
plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock
- Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of everyday 
materials

Which of these objects are magnetic? Complete the statement: Some 
magnets are shaped like a {{horseshoe}}. True or false: All metal is magnetic. 
True or false: Some magnets are flat. True or false: Magnets can be used to 
pick up aluminium cans.

Performing simple 
tests

north pole, 
south pole, 
magnetic field, 
repel, attract

Does it make a 
difference if 
your needle has 
a greater 
strength of 
magnificatio?

Observing Attraction and 
Repulsion
2 bar magnets per group
2 books per group
piece of string
Handout

Distinguish between an object 
and the material from which 
it is made
- Identify and name a variety 
of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock
- Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of 
everyday materials

When people get lost they use this to find their way (slide 9). Complete the 
statement: {{Magnetite}} is a rock which is also called {{lodestone}}. True or 
false: Repel means to pull towards you. True or false: Cows live in a 
magnetic field. True or false: Some tools have magnets in them.

Performing simple 
tests

suspension 
bridge, cable, 
man-made 
material, 
natural 
material, 
bamboo fibre

Using recycled 
materials, who 
can build the 
strongest 
bridge?

Build a Bridge Challenge
Recycled / craft materials i.e.
Straws 
Sticky Tape 
Cardboard 
Pipe cleaners 
Books 
Weights or coins (must all be 
the same size) Investigation 
sheet
Handout

- Compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on the 
basis of their simple physical 
properties

Name some natural materials (things made or taken from nature). True or 
false: Bamboo is a plant. Complete the statement: A suspension bridge has 
tall towers and lots of {{cables}} (like a thick rope) to help hold the road up. 
Cables are sometimes made of bamboo fibre but mostly made of steel, 
which is a human-made {{metal}}. Name 2 types of bridge. True or false: 
Steel is a human-made material.
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Spring 1: Everyday Materials
Performing simple 
tests

Charles 
Macintosh, 
penetrate, repel, 
absorbent, 
waterproof

Performing 
simple tests. 
Things Change. 
Test a range of 
materials to 
find how well 
they can be 
waterproofed.

Orange: Sink or Swim?
Orange , Bowl, Water
Waterproofing Experiment
Wax, Hairdryer 
An old canvas shoe 
Bowl/jug, Water
Handout

Pupils might find out about 
people who have developed 
useful new materials, for 
example John Dunlop, Charles 
Macintosh or John McAdam.

True or false: Charles MacIntosh invented the first ever rainproof cloth. Which 
two inventors worked together to produce reliable rainproof sheets and coats. 
Complete the statement: Macintosh's invention has been very important 
because it means we can keep ourselves {{dry}}. This has meant we are able to 
go outside in a wider range of {{weather}} types and protect us from the 
elements. This, in turn, would stop us from getting too {{cold}}, so waterproofing 
has been an important invention for our {{health}}. Group these items into 
waterproof and non-waterproof. 

Performing simple 
tests

John McAdam, 
metal, tarmac, 
maintenance, 
rubber

Performing 
simple tests. 
Change the 
Properties of 
Material.

Water Absorbency Test
Material Samples i.e. Kitchen 
towel, Paper, Greaseproof Paper, 
Tissue Paper, Cardboard Wax 
Bowls and water 
Pipette or teaspoon
Handout
Investigation Sheet

Pupils might find out about 
people who have developed 
useful new materials, for 
example John Dunlop, Charles 
Macintosh or John McAdam.

What can be a problem with a road without tarmac? (Tick all that apply) What 
did McAdam originally use for his roadbeds? Complete the statement: The best 
roads we use today are made of McAdam's invention, {{tarmac}}. This combines 
tar and {{bitumen}} together to create a {{smooth}} and flexible surface. This has 
made roads safer, cheaper and more {{durable}} which means they last longer. 
Rubber is a better material to use for knives and forks than metal. Group these 
pictures into good and bad surfaces for roads. What could be the problems and 
risks from a bad road surface?

Grouping and 
classifying

force, pushing, 
properties, John 
Dunlop, material

What it's Made 
From?

Exploring Materials / Materials 
Audit
Labels, lump of wood , clay 
paper, a piece of metal 
plastic (bit of plastic bag, bit of a 
drinks bottle, eraser, etc.), cork, 
card, glass 
fabric, ball of wool
Handout

find out how the shapes 
of solid objects made 
from some materials can 
be changed by squashing, 
bending, twisting and 
stretching

What did John Boyd Dunlop invent? What does friction do? (choose two options) 
If you stand on a grape and squash it, what force breaks the grape? Group these 
items by the type of material - stretchy or rigid? Which of these words could be a 
property of a material? (choose four answers)

Use their 
observations and 
ideas to suggest 
answers to 
questions

suitable, 
unsuitable, 
transparent, 
strong, weak

Make music 
from recycled 
materials.

Recycled Musical Instruments
Recycled materials such as: 
Greaseproof paper 
Elastic bands 
Dried beans 
Tin can
Handout

identify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, 
rock, paper and cardboard for 
particular uses

Which of these materials is most suitable to make a table from? Which of these items are best 
made of metal? True or false: Car tyres are best made from plastic. Complete the statement: 
Some materials are better for some jobs than others. For example, {{paper}} is really good for 
writing on or making a paper aeroplane, but it wouldn't be good to {{build}} an actual aeroplane. 
Rubber is {{stretchy}} and is good for clothing such as gloves and tights, but would be useless for 
building a {{chair}}. People who make objects are always very careful to {{test}} which material is 
the best one to use. Watch today's expert film with Ian Guest. Using it, decide which materials 
would be most suitable to use to build features at Fairhaven Gardens. For those which are 
unsuitable, can you think why?

Performing simple 
tests

squash, bend, 
twist, stretch, 
force

Let's make 
some silly 
putty to twist, 
bend, squash 
and stretch!

Making Putty
Per Putty:
45g cornflour
60ml washing-up liquid
Food colouring (optional, if using 
colourless washing-up liquid)

find out how the shapes of solid 
objects made from some 
materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching

Which of these materials are the three strongest for making a model? If you 
wanted to pull or stretch something, which of these would be best to use? 
Watch today's expert film with Dr. Sam Rowe. Which words does Sam use 
to describe metals so they can change shape and form? True or false: All 
materials can change shape. Which of these objects are easier to stretch 
and which are easier to squash?

Performing simple 
tests

brick, rubber, 
fabric, stone, 
paper

Material 
Properties.

Bouncing Balls Experiment
tennis balls, plastic balls
polystyrene balls, fabric balls
dough balls, Handout
Material, Source and Product
Handout

dentify and compare the 
suitability of a variety of 
everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, brick, rock, 
paper and cardboard for 
particular uses

Which of these is the material and which is the object made from a material? How can 
you work out how old a tree is? True or false: Watch today's expert film with Ian Guest, 
who explains what we can learn from the 'rings' inside a tree. Use this to tick which of 
the following statements are true. True or false: A greenhouse is best made from 
transparent glass or clear plastic. Complete the statement: Plastic is a very {{popular}} 
material to use because it has a range of uses. We use {{twenty}} times the amount we 
did fifty years ago. However, if we throw away plastic it can {{harm}} wildlife. Therefore, 
we need to remember to re-use, reduce, {{recycle}}. 
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Scientific 

Enquiry Covered

Rocket Words 

Covered

Name of 

Task / Tasks

Resources Needed National Curriculum 
Reference
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Spring 2: Introduction to Plants

Scientific 

Enquiry Covered

Rocket Words 

Covered

Name of Task / 

Tasks

Resources Needed National Curriculum 
Reference

Summative Quiz Questions

Observe closely to 
see how plants 
grow in different 
conditions

plant, soil, 
water, light, 
seed

The Planting 
Challenge.

Handout
cress seeds 
pots or plastic cups 
soil

- Identify and describe the basic 
structure of a variety of common 
flowering plants, including trees
- become familiar with common 
names of flowers, examples of 
deciduous and evergreen trees, 
and plant structures (including 
leaves, flowers (blossom), petals, 
fruit, roots, bulb, seed, trunk, 
branches, stem).

What is a seed? True or false: Some redwood trees grow almost 100 metres 
tall. That's about 100 children your age standing on each other's heads! 
Which of these are plants? Complete the statement: Plants need {{water}}, 
{{light}} and nutrients (good foods that keep them {{healthy}}). Just like us! 
Which of these foods are plants?

Observe closely 
and use simple 
scientific words

flower, leaf, 
branch, root, 
stem

Observe a plant 
closely and create 
a drawing or 
painting of it.

Drawing a Plant
Handout

- Identify and describe the 
basic structure of a variety 
of common flowering 
plants, including trees

Which of these have lots of seeds inside them, which have only one seed? 
An acorn is the seed of an..? Which of these are parts of a plant? Complete 
the statement: How does a seed turn into a plant? If you put it in {{soil}}, 
{{water}} it and place it in a {{light}}, warm place, it will usually start to 
sprout into a baby plant. What would grow from a sunflower seed?

Identifying and 
classifying

orchard, 
poultry farm, 
grain farm, 
dairy farm, 
citrus farm

Farmer's Market
Handout, Fake Coins, 
Soft/plastic food 
items Crop 
Investigation
Sample vegetables 
/crops, Magnifying 
glasses, Paper, 
Pencils, Colouring 
pencils/paint, Knife

Play the market-place 
game to buy some crops 
and produce from local 
farms.

- Identify and describe the basic 
structure of a variety of common 
flowering plants, including trees

Which plants are grown on a citrus farm? Which of these are grain and 
which are root vegetables? Which breakfast drink is made from a citrus 
fruit? Which of these come from a dairy only farm? True or false: Eggs come 
from cows.

Performing Simple 
Tests

potato, crop 
rotation, sugar 
beet, barley, 
arable

Growing Grass 
from Seed in 
variable conditions

Growing Grass from 
Seed, Two containers per 
pair (shallow plastic or 
plastic cups), Grass seed
Soil / compost, Plant 
food, Water, KS1 
Investigation Sheet

- Identify and describe 
the basic structure of a 
variety of common 
flowering plants, 
including trees

Complete the statement: {{Cereals}} are used to feed both humans and 
animals. {{Pigs}} mostly eat cereal crops. So do {{poultry}}. How many ways 
can you cook potatoes? Which of these are poultry? Which of these are 
farm machinery? Sort these into order.

Observing closely 
and using simple 
equipment

deciduous, 
evergreen, 
oak tree, pine 
tree, holly 
bush

Conduct a leaf 
scavenger hunt 
and make some 
wax crayon leaf 
rubbings!

Leaf Sorting Task
Leaves, Leaf Rubbing , 
Leaves 
Paper, Wax crayons, 
Leaf Rubbing, 
Scavenger Hunt
Leaf rubbings
Handout

- Identify and name a 
variety of common wild and 
garden plants, including 
deciduous and evergreen 
trees

A deciduous tree loses its leaves in Autumn and grows new ones in the 
Spring. What is the seed of the oak tree? What are the names of the four 
seasons? True or false: Some trees stay green all the way through the 
Winter. Which of these are deciduous trees and which are evergreen?

Identifying and 
classifying

seed, 
seedling, 
young plant, 
adult plant, 
fruit

Make your own 
growing tree!

Make a Growing Tree
Various coloured paper 
(brown/green)
scissors, sticky tape
Handout 2 - Plant Card 
Challenge, Scissors

- Observe the growth of 
flowers and vegetables that 
they have planted.
- Keep records of how plants 
have changed over time, for 
example, the leaves falling off 
trees and buds opening; and 
compare and contrast what 
they have found out about 
different plants.

The sunlight and air help it grow into a... In the Autumn the {{leaves}} fall off 
trees and in the Spring the {{buds}} on the plants open. Separate the 
Summer and Autumn leaves. Separate the buds from the flowers. Most 
plants change over time and some stay the same.
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Summer 1: Plants - Growth and Care
Present information 
using labelled 
drawings

temperature, 
insulate, 
artificial, 
natural, absorb

A Recipe for 
Growth.

Handout find out and describe how plants 
need water, light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and stay 
healthy

Which of these are the best conditions for plants to thrive? Why are 
greenhouses not always the ideal place to grow plants? Find 3 answers. 
True or false: In the UK most vegetables grow best between April and 
September. Complete the statement: For plants to grow best, they should 
be in their {{natural}} surroundings. This means they will receive 
{{rainwater}} and natural {{sunlight}} which means they grow properly and 
healthily. Are these plants healthy or unhealthy?

To ask questions 
that help us to find 
out about growing 
plants from seeds

nutrient, 
temperature, 
roots, fertiliser, 
produce

Peas Please! Resources:
Plastic Cups 
Soil 
Watering jug with water 
Peas (beans) to plant 
Handout

find out and describe 
how plants need water, 
light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and 
stay healthy

True or false: Grass and trees are both types of plant. What is transferred 
between the roots and leaves in a plant? Which of these are contained in 
fertiliser for plants? Find 3 answers. Complete the statement: As well as light, air, 
water and nutrients, plants also need plenty of {{space}} in order to grow well. If 
not, they can get crowded and their {{roots}} won't have room to grow. Plants 
also like the {{temperature}} to be just right. In some countries it is too hot or too 
cold for plants to grow well. Which of these pictures show good and bad 
conditions for most plants to grow in.

Gathering and 
recording data to 
help answer 
questions

bulb, dormant, 
onion, daffodil, 
tulip

Comparing 
seeds and bulbs

Seeds and Bulbs, A selection of 
seeds and bulbs, bulbs - garlic, 
onion, daffodil, tulips, lillies, 
fennel. seeds - apple, pumpkin, 
pepper, stone fruit, dried peas, 
peanuts., Sharp knife (adult 
supervision), magnifying glass 
(optional), Handout

observe and describe how seeds 
and bulbs grow into mature 
plants

True or false: An onion is a seed. What is the thin layer around a bulb 
called? What does 'dormant' mean? Which of these are seeds and which 
are bulbs? Complete the statement: When watching today's expert film 
with Mike, I learnt that {{poppy}} seeds are found inside the head or flower 
of the plant. Also, fir cone seeds fall out when it is {{hot}} and sunny. Seeds 
usually have a tough {{coat}} surrounding them, which protects the plant 
growing inside.

Perform a simple 
test and observe 
results

glucose, carbon 
dioxide, oxygen, 
conditions, 
photosynthesis

Testing the 
effect of 
sunlight on 
leaves.

Healthy green leaf plant i.e. 
geranium
Paper / Construction paper
Masking tape
Handout

Pupils should use the local 
environment throughout the 
year to observe how plants 
grow. Pupils should be 
introduced to the requirements 
of plants for germination, 
growth and survival, as well as 
the processes of reproduction 
and growth in plants.

True or false: Plants can breathe and grow. What do plants need in order to 
grow healthily? Find 4 answers. What is the first period of growth called for 
a plant? Order these for the process of growing a healthy plant Place these 
into groups - what plants need and what humans need. Can you notice any 
similarities?

Present information 
in the form of a 
model or diagram

pollen, ovule, 
fertilised, 
stigma, anther

Complete a 
diorama to 
show the 
growth stages 
of a plant.

Diorama (suggested resources)
Cardboard box 
Coloured Card 
Pipe Cleaners 
Pom Poms 
Pens/paints/craft materials 
Handout

find out and describe 
how plants need water, 
light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and 
stay healthy

What can you remember about plants so far? What conditions does a seed need 
to grow into a healthy plant? Select 5 answers. Which part of the flower makes 
male pollen? Complete the statement: Pollen can be carried between plants by 
{{wind}} or by {{insects}} such as bees. It can also be carried in other ways, like 
getting caught up in the {{fur}} of an animal. When the pollen reaches the 
{{ovule}}, a seed is grown. True or false: There is a part of a flower called a 
stigma. Put these statements in order for how a flower is pollinated.

Observing closely, 
using simple 
equipment

blossom, fruit, 
vegetable, 
seed, flower

Observing 
closely, using 
simple 
equipment, cut 
up and describe 
the seeds in 
various 
produce.

Seed Sorting, A range of seeds, 
stones and pips from a range of 
fruits and vegetables 
Coloured pens and pencils for 
drawing, Modelling and Sorting 
Activity, Modelling clay 
Handout

find out and describe 
how plants need water, 
light and a suitable 
temperature to grow and 
stay healthy

True or false: Corn is a seed. If you are eating a green bean, what part of the 
plant are you eating? Which of these foods are the root of the plant? 
Complete the statement: Sometimes, when we eat fruit and vegetables like 
cauliflower, we are actually eating the {{flower}} of the plant. For example, 
{{broccoli}} is a flower. Which of these are seeds and which are flowers?

Scientific 

Enquiry Covered

Rocket Words 

Covered

Name of 

Task / Tasks

Resources Needed National Curriculum 
Reference

Summative Quiz QuestionsKS1 Science Year A



Summer 2: Animals Including 
Humans - About Animals

Scientific 

Enquiry 

Covered

Rocket Words 

Covered

Name of Task / 

Tasks

Resources Needed National Curriculum 
Reference

Summative Quiz Questions

Identifying and 
classifying

food, water, 
shelter, air, 
energy

Pass the Puppy. 
Group pets into 
animals you 
would need to 
keep outside 
and animals you 
would keep 
inside.

Pass the Puppy
Toy dog/puppy
Page 1 of Handout
Indoors or Outside?
Page 2 of Handout
Animal Adjectives

Pupils should use the local 
environment throughout the 
year to explore and answer 
questions about animals in 
their habitat. They should 
understand how to take care 
of animals taken from their 
local environment and the 
need to return them safely 
after study.

Which pet lives in a home? Pets need to be cared for. They need {{food}} and 
they need {{warmth}}. Pets need to be cared for. Place the most important thing 
a pet needs at the top of the list. Place the least important thing a pet needs at 
the bottom of your list. Where do these animals normally live if they are kept as 
pets? Sort the items into the right column.

Use 
observations 
and ideas to 
suggest answers 
to questions

bird, nest, 
build, mud, 
grass

Make a Bird 
Feeder.

Making a Bird Feeder
Plastic bottle
Wooden dowel / pencils
Scissors, Push Pin, String
Bird Seed, Lard / peanut 
butter / suet (optional)
On The Menu, Selection of 
nuts and seeds, Weighing 
Scales

- identify and name a 
variety of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and 
mammals

Birds build {{nests}} for their chicks. Birds sometimes use ________________ to 
build their nests. Are these bird nests or animal dens? Are these nests or bird 
feeders? Are these nests in trees or on the ground?

Grouping and 
classifying

pet food, 
kennel, snake, 
ferret, iguana

Create a poster 
explaining all 
the different 
things you need 
to do and give 
your animals 
and pets the 
proper care 
they need.

Animal Care Poster, 
Paper Coloured pens, images 
to cut and stick, scissors, glue.
Fur Exploration, Handout, 
Making Dog Biscuits, Baking 
paper, Mixing bowl, 
Measuring jug, Fork, Rolling 
pin, Cookie cutters, Baking 
trays, Water, Beef, stock 
cubes, Wholemeal flour, Eggs

Understand how to take 
care of animals taken from 
their local environment and 
the need to return them 
safely after study.

Dogs owners feed their pets Select...
. Picture sort. Sort the job into priority order with the most important job listed at 
the top. A dog's home is called a..? Every day dogs need to be..?

Grouping and 
classifying

kitten, puppy, 
offspring, 
newborn, care

Discover why 
babies look like 
their parents!

Monster Breeding
Handout
Building a Bird's Nest
Sticks
Leaves
Straw
String etc.

Describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals including 
pets)

True or false: A baby cat is called a puppy. What is the offspring of a cat called? If 
both {{parents}} have blue eyes, the colour of their child's eyes is likely to be 
{{blue}}. Which of these are baby animals (offspring) and which are adult 
animals? How does a mummy cat clean her kittens? 

Identifying and 
classifying

fish, 
amphibian, 
reptile, 
mammal, class

Find out the 
measurements 
of a crocodile or 
alligator and 
then draw or 
model it.

How big is that croc?
Measuring tape, Cardboard, 
Tissue Paper, Pens, Pencils
PVA glue
Identifying Animal Types
Card, Pencils, Grids, Handout

- identify and name a variety 
of common animals including 
fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals
- describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals including pets)

An {{amphibian}} is an animal that starts life in water and later can live on land. 
An animal which suckles its young on milk is called a {{mammal}}. True or false: A 
crocodile is a reptile. A snake is a reptile. There is a snake called a boa constrictor 
who wrap themselves around their prey (the animal they want to eat), squeezes 
it until it is dead, then...what? True or false: There are over 32,000 types of fish. 
Which of these are fish and which of these are mammals? 

Observing 
closely using 
simple 
equipment

carnivore, 
herbivore, 
omnivore, 
identify, 
predator

Find examples 
of herbivores, 
omnivores and 
carnivores.

Classifying Animals Types
A4 paper cut into quarters to 
make small cards.

- identify and name a variety 
of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores

Birds build {{nests}} for their chicks. Birds sometimes use ________________ to 
build their nests. Are these bird nests or animal dens? Are these nests or bird 
feeders? Are these nests in trees or on the ground?
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