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Characteristics of effective 

learning 
Through adult led and child-initiated activities 

we will focus on the 3 areas of:  

• Playing & exploring 

• Active learning 

• Creating and thinking critically 

 
 

Maths 
Key focus: counting up and back to 10 learning about 

numbers to 5 in depth. 

The children will be doing lots of mental/oral and 

practical work to develop their numeracy skills.  We 

will learn how to read and write numbers 1-5 and 0, 

how to count accurately 1-1, how to recognise the 

number of items in a group without counting and 

how to find all the ways of making that number 

through addition and subtraction. We will include 

money and shape in our exploration of each number, 

eg looking at a triangle when exploring 3. We will 

compare amounts, using more/less/ greater/fewer 

and will be learning 1 more/less. We will also 

explore measures and time. 

Fast facts 
This term our fast fact target is: to be able to 

count to 10 and back down to 0 independently.  

Communication and language & 

Literacy 
Key focus: Developing spoken language, widening 

vocabulary through role play, small world and 

stories about space and friendships.  

This term our phonics focus will be rhyming, 

hearing initial sounds them moving to learning 

phase 2 phonemes and tricky words. We will be 

learning to form letters correctly.  

We will be exploring a variety of texts including 

Shark in the Park, Oi Frog and Each Peach Pear 

Plum. We will focus on vocabulary, what a 

letter/word/sentence is, where we read from 

etc. Our writing will be based on these books, 

using our phonics to write words and simple 

sentences. Children will bring books and keywords 

home to read and practise with you, please 

support your child by reading and practising 

keywords a minimum of 4 times a week. 

 

Key areas of Learning:  
Welcome all our new foundation children and their parents and carers. Throughout the Autumn term we will be focusing on school routines, ways of 

working and playing together and creating a happy class. We’ve listed here an outline of the learning we will be covering in each subject area during this 

term, this may change as the term goes on as we like to follow children’s interests and ideas.  Alongside all of our directed learning there will be 

opportunities for children to develop their own interests and apply their learning. If you have any questions or would like to chat about anything, please 

feel free to arrange to see us after school.  

 

 
 

 

People who help 

us/Fire Fire! 

Oak - Year R/1 

 

Physical development 
Key focus: change independently and move with care and control. 

We will be working with Oxford United in the Community learning to move 

within spaces: running, jumping and moving with control.  We will learn to play 

games such as stuck in the mud and to use small equipment such as balls and 

hoops. 

We will also be handling tools in art, mark making and outdoor play including 

digging, painting and using malleable resources such as playdough. 

We will also think about healthy eating and hand hygiene. 

 

Personal social and emotional 

development 
Key focus: This term we will be focusing on making 

our class a happy class and how to keep ourselves 

healthy and safe. We will be exploring our 

relationships with each other, the school as a whole 

and looking at and valuing differences between 

each other.   

Children will develop skills in sharing, taking turns 

and negotiating through adult and child-initiated 

activities. We will also be encouraging children to 

use words to more stand up for themselves and 

solve difficult situations.  

 

Understanding the world 
People and communities:  

– We will think about the people who help us at home, in school and in the 

community. 

- We will look at traditions such as harvest, Christmas and Hannuka as we learn 

tolerance of other people’s beliefs. 

The world: 

As scientists we will be exploring different materials and their properties. 

Developing our vocabulary will be a key focus for the unit, as we learn the 

names of the materials, properties and scientific terminology (prediction, 

findings, conclusion) whilst we carry out our own tests to see if materials are 

absorbent or non-absorbent. We will also be learning about the Wright 

brothers and using their story to help us create our own fair tests and 

experiments.  

Key vocabulary – flight, structure, transparent, opaque, translucent, 

flexible, rigid, oil 

 

There will also be opportunities to explore the world through child-initiated 

activities related to space.  

 

 

Expressive arts 
As artists we will be exploring colour, mixing our own colours and looking at the 

use or white and black to change the colour. We will look at famous & landscapes 

and having a go at painting our own. We will also look at how to paint people and 

portraits. 

In DT we will be looking at joining techniques,  

In music we will be exploring rhythm, listening skills and loud and quiet sounds 

alongside learning and creating songs around our topic. Our Role play will 

include a shop, a traditional home corner and a Christmas grotto. 

 

Technology 
We will be using chrome books and iPads alongside 

the interactive white board to support our learning. 

 


